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small states which were more or less autonomous, or they lived under huge sprawling
empires more or less loosely ruled by hereditary dynasties. Within two decades after
1850 several other powerful nation-states appeared on the world scene. Politically,
they had unified and centralized the political functions for the peoples who now lived
within their national boundaries: unified empires for Germans, Japanese, and Russians;
unified kingdoms for Italians and Austro-Hungarians; and unified representative gov-
ernments for Americans and Canadians. In the following century nearly all the peoples
of the world would aspire to live in nation-states patterned on one or the other of
these forms and with educational systems to suit.14
Firmly in control of Parliament, the landed classes in England were able to
modernize themselves and the state without reliance upon a strongly paternalistic
monarch and without the opposition of a repressive military regime, or a reactionary-
feudal aristocracy. The upshot was that England was able to modernize without the
worst excesses of a bloody revolution and without repressive centralization. The
educated gentry and middle classes provided the local and national bureaucratic
framework within which the British nation-state could function so effectively that it
could challenge France for colonial supremacy in the world and be the first to
industrialize at home.
As a result of the vast colonial possessions acquired in the eighteenth century,
British influence ranged from America and Canada in the West through Africa in the
South and to India and Australia in the East. The Treaty of Paris in 1763 made Britain
the world's leading commercial and colonial power, a position that was maintained
even after the loss of the thirteen American colonies a few years later. By mid-nine-
teenth century the British under Queen Victoria were confident that all was well with
the world-so long as Britannia ruled in it.
At the opening of the eighteenth century, France under Louis XTV was the great
nation of Europe and of the world. However, the series of wars with England and
other countries during the long reign of Louis XV (1715 to 1774) lost for France not
only her colonial supremacy but her commanding place in Europe—until the day of
Napoleon.
When Napoleon emerged as a military strong-man, acquired virtually dictatorial
powers under the Constitution of 1799, and ended the revolutionary life of the First
Republic by making himself emperor in 1804, he enormously strengthened the central
power of the state in France by establishing a powerful bureaucracy and system of
justice based upon his famed legal code. Embracing such revolutionary principles as
equality before the law., freedom of contract, and civil rather than religious authority
to be administered in the centralized geographic units, known as departments, the
French civil service enabled France to become politically more modern than Britain.
Even though its bureaucratic structure was designed to appoint and promote on the
basis of merit and to relate its educational system directly to the governmental
structure, France failed, however, to orient its educational system sufficiently to the
business, industrial, and economic needs of the modern world. In this respect France
eventually fell behind Britain, the United States, and Germany.
14 F r a-brief but perceptive analysis, see Hans Kohn, The Age of Nationalism; the First Era of
Global History, Harper Torchbooks, New York, 1962,1968.

